RECEIVED

JUL 10 2507
Ravaljj County Commissioners

July 9, 2007
SUBJECT: LOST HORSE MINE/QUARRY
To: Ravalli County Commissioners

I'm writing as a resident of Lost Horse Canyon to express my
strong opposition to the re-opening of the Lost Horse Quarry. I
want the Commission to please withdraw their order/request for
rock/gravel from the Lost Horse Mine/Quarry site. My reasons
follow.

ECONOMIC
I've been informed that it costs about $1.50 per mile to put a

driver in a truck to move rock/gravel. It's about 30 miles round
trip from the L.H. Quarry to Hamilton which equals $45.00. Using
a 17 yard total with truck and trailer, that's $3.00/yard. Add in
the $3.00/yard for crushing, $6.00/yard.

At this point how do we calculate the added, hidden costs of
repair/re-building Lost Horse Road impacted from the heavy welghts
of the haul trucks, county equipment maintenance costs, moving the
crushing equipment in and out each winter, and the value lost from
significant adverse impacts to the recreation and neighborhood
quality of life values?

In the Lost Horse case the material is crushed, moved to a Hamilton
storage site and unloaded. 1In the future for a second time, the
material is loaded and moved to the repair site. There are many
active commercial pits spread throughout the valley, cost about
$14.00/yard.

Using a commercial pit closest to the county work site would create
the short haul and eliminate a double loading and unloading. It
seems the short haul and one time loading would be the most cost
effective for the county and tax payers of Ravalli County;
especially, when considering all previously mentioned added, hidden
costs,

QUALITY LIFE VALUES

There is always the debate about the common good. We all use
roads. The material has to come from somewhere. Okay, so how does
one address that issue? My response ls that you weigh the need for
road repalr/building material against the large, dlverse year
around recreation of the area and quality of 1life values the
neighborhood provides for the Lost Horse residents.
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Page 2

In this case, what are the residents of the Lost Horse neighborhood
and the diversity of recreational use/users giving up? 1Is it worth
it? Since Ravalli County has no plan to protect and preserve
existing neighborhoods from most types of development such as this
mine/quarry, the debate begins.

In our socliety, i1f I steal some material possession from another
and get caught, I'd be jailed or fined, a robber, a thief. What do
we call it when an established 70+ residences nelighborhood and a
large, diverseyand established recreation use have to deal with a
quarry proposal that degrades and robs us all of cherished,
irreplaceable, and extremely important quality of life values? 1
certainly consider it an inconsiderate theft.

In my calculations, the county Lost Hoxrse Mine Plan of Operations
and Reclamation Plan, puts a large truck on the road, with the
round trip, every 5-15 minutes for the 6 to 8 week period. 1It's
not Jjust a one time theft, but a robbery and degradation of
neighborhood and recreational values every year, ongoing for 10
years plus! The Lost Horse Mine/Quarry proposal is a definite and
significant adverse impact to Lost Horse area.

We have an immense safety concern here with this additional big
haul truck traffic on the road competing with residential and
recreational traffic. its not being said right now, but we all
know that this type of traffic will require large amounts of road
maintenance and possibly the attempt to widen etc.

The county has already researched easements widths on the road.
Lets build it bigger and wider so people can drive faster. Lets
desecrate that established, quiet, rural residential neighborhood
to the point of non-existence. Its not my home. There just being
selfish. We want the rock/gravel.......So back to the common good.

In the weight of it all, especially when there are many other cost
effective alternatives with active commercial rock/quarries, the
theft of my values as a resident of Lost Horse and the negative
impacts to the diverse varlety of established recreation in the
canyon is absolutely NOT worthwhile. The proposal seems wrong,
insane to continue for what will be lost!

I've lived in Lost Horse since 1976, 31 years. 1I've spent large
amounts of money and time, the largest investment of mine in
building my home. I love and cherish what I have in my home; the
quiet, the recreation, the wildlife, the only road in a west side
canyon ending at the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness boundary, an
established neighborhood that 1s no longer growing, the rural
feeling, and an agriculture use of much of the land along lower
Lost Horse Road.



Peodiacdpton 22300 dund adl to sidnahieet wd?t eve dede ozmnn v ol
e ol Sqgn o paivin exsapuey (Raobdreoxrror Yo vaienavil ent han
cvraneag Bas losdowg od sl oo ool o wdauwe™ pPliaved oot !
A 2e doen Fasme fave Yo toom monl mhoodtoodnion potile

comiosd eredsl 207 WX NRUT LG M

oaddons mext o poteasseor fasivadam omen
i e L a s it e yeddox r (bedd oo bef
¢ oo beodroddyisa zanaebieny +0V Ldzi

G
e ___j fw feaf ol svad szo gaoitdsaxany Hadsilds

T e 'y : ol Tl L ,15" : °
A asaony oadloro yatlec, dosdyocunl o lamoavoen s i ur Tl o
LAiedd adsyebizacoal o FE s onger yInia dran
wigiragt o ael2 anliM azycoil dFeod viauoos 3 caaniye lunian ool
ol opliv (heoy ot ne dnut? opas s 2 tag o (rnl9 o goldowasiosg Bas
S I Chaltyag o doesw B o3 2 adi w0 el -0 wroy coiwt ooy
o a0l yoon bas vioddoy o dod (Frodir awld osgo & Yot don
(A B Fannn (Y89 Y 1ave pwn[av lernidpexoay bns boordrondniva
s 3P i Do n i Taaaqong vyseQh o iMool ST '

LEace :suﬂH Jzol ot 3oaRcmi oD i=h

a4 R0

way o driv anldsgmen heox 43 o '&%‘:fﬂ RAAEED: S S|

fe oaw dod (woi ddeoix Blee pniad toa all ii3ey? Ianoidonyooa:y
wwo 1t o ndngonie espief origper [[iw ~1t5exd 30 vy sl ded) wood

i Feeoidibhr wiad Adiv oavxad eyennen wralans saarw b s cwying ol

e nohiv o dgestie odb oldizocg Pre ommeneTnion

sdiemsese hadodiccrey vbhuegla o

{
and wIngneg on yebiw Dhog :opbid i HEiol mded

Bioey [n~v (Gaiap (Deyigllladzs 3018 a3 1osuab
moid vii dJoo azl @ﬂ-ej vive-noa 32 Zofog o'l od
2d 0. .. 0oL TausToNdnny add o teaw sl dn e TEn

ST it e wman g yegiv v aer T R R S R A
i ! apiton v itos dd v 2aviciead o e tig s e
SR B e monl Yo doobitesy s5omo 2oufse oym oto diads
ER &-'*'fdﬁ1ew fooceteivey anuevifh add o A A

VAL @ fﬁ“oqovn et siifdwrsxe:r T2 vt Toada of ravEsn

; !
Ydoed ad TDiw tede 907 spaidnons ot =prons
Do lorasan ovt R $3%= . * Lonangin anyell doad ot o bev il

coid o boe o vapem 3 i
At tamod v Foe avol © Jemod ym onlf
ari o fmoew g ni oot vilio ad? i axmat edr dajon
B otkiaraod ceroansn Rl iV ooy it g gvlel? 2l dr puibBas oo
fevess ot paiveye gopnel Doodydids T beﬂa£id$1np
st ownsfe Bt oedd Yo dogean 2o s ﬂ?ﬂj[m“fﬁpﬁvﬂﬁ Lers peed L0}

LErag g oo

cE o arie
{

-



Page 3

PLEASE don't adversely impact 1it, but honor and respect the
cherished, important values of mine and my neighborhood. It is my
home that I plan to live and die in. Withdraw the request/order

for rock/gravel from the Lost Horse Mine/Quarry. Pursue other
existing alternatives.

Your consideration will be greatly appreciated. THANK YOU for your
time.

Sincerely,
T Osx

Bob Oset

394 Lost Horse Road
Hamilton, MT

59840

phone - 363-4048

CC. Chuck Oliver and Barry Paulson



